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The world of Mr. Mulliner

and loads of pre-owned books

ou can find everything and the kitchen sink at the
! Adams Avenue Book Store in Normal Heights: Up-
stairs, in the space of what was obviously at one time
an apartment, a kitchen sink remains, surrounded by book-
shelves. The cookbook section. But of course.

And somewhere on the premises lounges the staid Mr.
Mulliner, store owner Brian Lucas’ 6-vear-old cat (named
for a PG. Wodehouse character), and Webster, a recent fe-
line acquisition.

The cats contribute to the atmosphere of a used- or anti-
quarian-book store — a place that attracts customers look-
ing for something other than today’s best seller.

“I think they’re people who may be aware of connections .

with authors beyond what's being marketed currently,” Lu-
cas says. “We get a lot of people whe are looking for acade-
mic and scholarly and literary books; they’re more in touch
with what they’re reading, how the information eddies from
a particular book. Someone might be interested in a Victo-
rian English novel, but they might also be interested in the
time period — it goes beyond that particular book.”
One of the things Lucas enjoys about his business’s
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Brian Lucas is owner of Adams Avenue Book Store, 3502 Adams Ave., 281-
3330. The store attracts customers looking for something other than to-
day's best seller. : PSR

niche is “the camaraderie between bookstore dealers —
there’s much more of an attempt to connect people to what
they’re looking for.”
. But he still comes across the occasional neophyte.

“It's amazing to me,” he says, “that there are still people .
who wander in who were never aware there was such a
thing as a used-book store.”
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